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THE CONTEXT

AT Green Schools Project we believe that young people 
have the ability to drive action to tackle the climate and 
ecological crisis at a local, national and global level.

The Youth Strike 4 Climate movement 
has proved that beyond doubt. As a 
result, in 2019 Green Schools Project 
saw a big rise in interest from teachers 
and headteachers, who are increasingly 
becoming aware that they need to be 
doing more to address an issue that 
will define the future of their students. 

A survey commissioned by Oxfam 
found that 69% of teachers think 
there should be more teaching about 
climate change in schools, and the 
NUS and Green Schools Project’s survey 
of young people’s attitudes towards 
the environment found that 86% agree 
that ‘all schools should do things that 
help the environment.’

Whilst the increased exposure of the 
climate crisis has been promising, the 
Coronavirus  pandemic has meant that 
the momentum that was building for 
greater action has stalled with media 
attention and funding shifting focus.  

Even though carbon emissions 
decreased initially during the 
lockdown period, a green recovery is 
uncertain with emissions likely to get 
back to pre-pandemic levels without 
significant global investment and the 
restructuring of the way that society 
and the economy works.
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The urgency of the climate crisis should 
not be underestimated. The past five 
years are the five hottest on record 
globally, 2020 has seen devastating 
forest fires in Australia and California, 
flooding in the UK, and heatwaves in 
Siberia whilst species are going extinct 
at approximately 1,000 times the 
normal rate.

Despite some positive noises being 
heard from across the social, business 
and political spectrum, the current 
scale of action is not sufficient for 
what is required to avert the worst 
of the crisis and we remain on 
course for a more than 3 degree rise 
in global temperatures. Individuals, 
communities, nations and global 
institutions must step up to play a 
role if we are to succeed in creating a 
sustainable future for us all.

A NOTE FROM THE FOUNDER: 

Now more than ever, young people deserve an education that helps to 
prepare them for a future that hangs in the balance, and allows them to 
play a role in protecting the natural world upon which we all depend.

At Green Schools Project the academic year 2019-20 was one of success 
and setback. We dramatically scaled up our work in the first half of the year 
reaching more schools and students than ever. However, we were sad to have 
to end that work prematurely due to the school closures.

Last year was an extremely challenging one for schools and I pay tribute to 
teachers’ effort, energy and creativity to cope with the situation. However, I 
am hopeful that the recent upheavals will encourage reflection on the current 
education system and a willingness to embrace change and innovation. 

At Green Schools Project we remain positive and optimistic, and are more 
committed than ever to support schools to empower their young people to 
take action to tackle the climate crisis in new and exciting ways.

Henry Greenwood



GROWING OUR 
IMPACT

We are committed to serving the most 
disadvantaged parts of the country 
where in the past schools have had 
fewer opportunities for environmental 
education.

WE’RE GROWING!
For the second year running the number of schools we 
worked with almost doubled, from 22 to 40. 19 of these 
schools were in London, with 5 in Hackney, 4 in Islington 
and 3 in Tower Hamlets.

This year also saw us extend our geographic reach, 
with clusters of schools in Norfolk, Herefordshire, 
Manchester and Newcastle as well as individual schools 
in Reading, Bristol, Portsmouth and Ramsgate.
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When we surveyed our teachers we found that:

• 83% felt we had empowered their students to 
become environmental change-makers.

• 78% felt we had helped their school play a role in 
tackling climate change.

• 78% felt we had improved their students’ 
understanding of climate change.

• 100% would recommend 
Green Schools Project to 
other teachers.

“Green Schools Project has been phenomenal 
in working with us to transform our whole 
school community‘s understanding of climate 
change and the part we can all play in making 
a difference.”

Heather Stokes
Head of School, Eslington Primary School,

Gateshead

FOR THE SECOND
YEAR RUNNING
WE’VE ALMOST
DOUBLED 

OUR PARTICIPATING
SCHOOLS
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““Green Schools Project and their volunteers 
offer outstanding help and support for your Eco 
Council. They make it possible for students at 
your school to be empowered and self-aware of 
what they can do to help tackle climate change 

as a young person.”

Edmund Stubbs
Morpeth Secondary School, Tower Hamlets
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CLIMAtE ACTION 
PROGRAMME

in 2019 a survey commissioned by Oxfam found that 75% of 
teachers don’t feel they’ve had adequate training to 
educate students about climate change.

In response, we developed a new 
CPD programme to help teachers 
embed environmental education 
into the curriculum via a values-based 
approach. 

As well as conveying the severity of the 
climate crisis, we equipped teachers 
with outdoor experiential learning 
techniques to help instill their students 
with an appreciation of nature.

This year we piloted the programme 
with four schools – two primary schools 
in Islington, an all-through school in 
Waltham Forest and a special needs 
school in Greenwich. 

Feedback from the sessions indicated 
that 100% of teachers and teaching 
assistants wanted to help their school 
to address the climate crisis, and 91% 
said that they felt better equipped to 
do so after our sessions. 

“The day was enjoyable, inspiring and 
fun. We were given so many ideas that 
we can use with the children and they 
will love them, thank you!” 
Response on anonymous feedback 
form after a training session at St John’s 
Highbury Vale Primary School.

TEAMS
EC

94% SAID THEY WOULD 
RECOMMEND THE GREEN 
SCHOOLS PROGRAMME TO 

OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE.

100% SAID THEY ENJOYED 
THEIR ECO TEAM MEETINGS!

FREE
 ONLINE 

RESOURCES
224 SCHOOLS HAVE 
REGISTERED TO USE THIS 

SERVICE.

OVER 1,400 FREE 
DOCUMENTS & RESOURCES 
DOWNLOADED.
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GROWING OUR 
TEAM OF UNIVERSITY 
VOLUNTEERS

This year we doubled the number of student volunteers, with 
28 regularly visiting schools to support them with their Eco-
Teams.

We gave our volunteers more of a 
leadership role, and through additional 
training and support from our 
programme manager, Rob, they have 
been planning and delivering sessions. 

Rob also developed a series of 
interactive workshops to educate 
students about environmental issues, 
and build critical skills to help equip 
our students to become environmental 
change-makers: 

• 83% of teachers said that their 
students had improved their 
communication skills as a result of 
working with us this year.

• 78% of teachers felt that their 
students’ problem solving skills had 
improved.

• 94% of teachers felt that their 
students’ teamwork skills had 
improved.
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““Volunteering for Green Schools Project has been 
an extremely fulfilling experience... seeing the 
kids expand their expectations of what they could 
do and their power as kids to make the world a 

greener place has been wonderful” 

Isabelle Paxton
Manchester University Volunteer

“Celia, our volunteer is an 
absolute star - she’s taking the 
lead with the sessions and the 
kids love the meetings with 

her.”

Riccardo Dunnigan
St Aidan’s Primary School 



OUR FUNDERS
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DEVELOPING PARTNERSHIPS 
IN THE SECTOR

WE HAVE CONTINUED TO DEVELOP MEANINGFUL PARTNERSHIPS WITH 
organisations IN THE SECTOR WHO’s MIssion and goals align 
with our work.

Teach The Future is calling for the entire education system to be reformed to reflect the 
urgency and severity of the climate crisis. Green Schools Project is one of 55 organisations 
supporting the campaign, including Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace.

Our partnership with Solar for Schools grew this year as they installed solar panels 
on an increasing number of schools around the country. We are now an educational 
delivery partner and delivered assemblies and workshops on the climate crisis and 
renewable energy in 6 schools in London, Milton Keynes and High Wycombe.

Henry, our Founder and Managing Director, continues to be a mentor for Ashden’s 
Less CO2 programme, in 2019-20 working with a cluster of 12 schools in Surrey. We 
worked with Trees For Cities, to extend their Edible Playgrounds work in three schools  
in London to involve their students in other environmental projects. We also continued 
our school sustainability survey with the NUS for a second year, with results to be 
released soon.

Funding from Natixis continued 
to have a transformative effect 
on Green Schools Project. The in-
creased level of support for 2019-20 
provided the capacity to almost 
double the number of schools we 
worked with, make our online re-
sources available to teachers free 
of charge, and pilot a new Climate 
Action Programme with teacher 
training sessions alongside our sup-
port to set up and run a student-led 
Eco-Team.

Wellington College
Harrington Hill Primary School
Regent High School
St Wilfrid’s RC College
Ark Charter Academy
Hugh Myddleton Primary School
Bristol Technology and Engineering 
Academy
St Michael’s Wandsworth
Great Oaks Small School
Southbank International
Jubilee Primary School
Stillness Junior School
Nightingale Primary School
St Johns Highbury Vale
Thornhill Primary School
George Mitchell School
Charlton Park Academy
Halley Academy
Beacon High School
St Martin’s Primary School
Aylestone Secondary school

Lady Hawkins’ School
Earl Mortimer College
Ewyas Harold Primary School
Broadlands Primary School
Brundall Primary School
Lingwood Primary School
Fairhaven Primary School
Cantley Primary School
Freethorpe Primary School
Shacklewell Primary School
Morpeth School
St Elizabeth’s Catholic Primary 
School
Olga Primary School
Lansbury Lawrence Primary
George Tomlinson Primary
Aidan’s Primary School
Brighton Avenue Primary School
Eslington Primary
Broadhurst Primary
William Hulme Grammar School
St Hilda’s CE Primary

OUR PARTNER SChools

A big thank you to our other 
funders this year:
Lovington Foundation
Wates Giving
RC Snelling Trust
Herefordshire Community 
Foundation
Inchcape Foundation
AquAid

https://www.teachthefuture.uk/
https://www.solarforschools.co.uk/
http://www.lessco2.org.uk/
https://www.treesforcities.org/our-work/schools-programme/edible-playgrounds


PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE

The coronavirus outbreak presented challenges to Green 
Schools Project and whilst obviously necessary to tackle 
the rapidly escalating situation, we were very sad to have to 
Stop the visits of our volunteers while schools were closed. 

With schools reopening for the 
new academic year under certain 
restrictions, we have had to pause our 
Eco-Team support programme and 
focus on piloting a new Zero Carbon 
Schools programme with four schools.

We are also able to provide teacher 
training and bespoke consultancy 
work for schools, operating within each 
school’s guidelines.

We firmly hope that the situation 
improves as the year progresses and 
that we will be able to restart our full 
range of programmes for 2021-22.

“It gave me great pleasure 
to visit weekly to support 
the progress of each project, 
watch these highly intelligent 
children rise to the challenge, 
spread their fantastic energy 
within their community and 
truly make a huge difference.”

Celia Fraser,
Newcastle University volunteer
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